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August 14, 2018

To Whom It May Concern,

I'm writing to request approval for the History Department's program proposal requiring History majors to successfully complete two 4000-level seminars, and designating all 4000-level readings and research courses as seminars, which must include both readings and research assignments.  This proposed change would be implemented, if approved, in Autumn 2019.

PROPOSED PROGRAM CHANGE

The History major Skills Acquisition language currently requires students to complete one 4000-level Reading Seminar in History and one 4000-level Research Seminar in History.  The History Department proposes to change this Skills Acquisition language to “two 4000-level Seminars in History.”
RATIONALE

Labeling all 4000-level courses as seminars and requiring both readings and research assignments in them is pedagogically desirable and promises to meet student demand better.  As these courses are capstones for the history major, requiring students to go beyond doing assignments based on readings alone makes sense.  Combining secondary readings and research assignments is also logical because one cannot do a research paper without having some grasp of the literature on that topic.  Designating all of the 4000-level courses as seminars that require both readings and research will also help students find 4000-level courses on topics of interest to them that teach research as well as historiography.  As things stand now, there are substantially fewer research seminars than readings courses.  Thus, students sometimes wanting to take the research version of the 4000-level offering are often obliged to choose between one that deals with something distant from their area of concentration, or take a course closer to their area of concentration that deals with historiography only.  Making this change would also likely help the regional campuses offer such courses.  At present, only the Marion campus has been able to get enough enrollment for the 4000-level research courses to run.  Merging the two kinds of 4000-level offering into one will likely make it easier for Marion to offer such courses, and might even help other regional campuses do so as well.

The History Faculty recognizes that the challenge of teaching 4000-level courses that require research varies considerably across various sub-fields, and so this proposed change does not attempt to specify what fraction of the work will consist of readings versus research or how best to organize these courses; those are matters left to the discretion of the faculty, who would work out for themselves what is feasible in their own teaching fields.

IMPLICATIONS OF PROGRAM CHANGE

The History Department's assessment and evaluation of the undergraduate program would not change as a result of this change.  Enrollment would not be affected either because the Department would still require the same number of credit hours for each of these kinds of courses.  As for the issues of skills acquisition and repeatability, students would be required to complete successfully two 4000-level seminars and they would remain repeatable up to six credit hours, provided that the instructors and/or topics for the seminars are different.
I have attached some sample syllabi of the merged course offerings for your review, along with current and revised major program advising sheets and current and revised curriculum maps.  Please let me know if you have any concerns or questions.

Sincerely,
Christopher Otter
Professor of History
Chair, Undergraduate Teaching Committee
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